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News -

As you will imagine, nothing new to report here but British Orienteering have gathered together some snippets of news
from 1971....50 years ago! (Can you believe that!)

Some interest for WCOC and local orienteers—see that Sue Banner (WCOC) beat two members of the Swedish women’s
team to win the JK individual race, (Anyone remember Sue?) and on a sad note Bryn Jones, a founder member of LOC, was

killed in the Cairngorms.

A couple of interesting things to note—no women’s relay at the JK and a 2p levy for competitors was thought to be too

burdensome!

British Orienteering fifty years ago: 1971 - Interesting Snippets
Report by Clive Allen (former British Orienteering Federation Chairman)

1971 was in many ways a year of consolidation, with a focus on improving standards of
competition. The Badge Scheme (Gold-Silver-Bronze-Iron), a popular measure of achievement at
the time, was re-vamped and expanded for 1971. Participation was expanding quickly, but
membership and numbers of new clubs diminished a little. Great Britain was represented at more
international competitions, and a ‘Euromeet’ was held in mid-Scotland in August.

Strong fields at JK and British Championships

The JK at Easter that year attracted 500 competitors including 95 from overseas. The Individual i

race was held at Leith Hill in Surrey, winners being Per Andreasson, Sweden and Sue Banner
WCOC (who beat 2 members of the Swedish women’s team who were taking part). Very few British
runners got into the top twenty in Senior Men A, but Geoff Peck EUOC produced a notable result in
coming second. Pan Kristianstad, Sweden won the Open class in the JK Relay staged at Holmbury
Hill - there was no women'’s class at that time.
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In 1971 there was still only one British Championships event - over what was then known as ‘classic’ course length. Open class British Champions at
the event in Redesdale, Northumberland were Geoff Peck EUOC and Sue Bone CH.
Welsh OA established; first stirrings in East Anglia

The Welsh Orienteering Association was set up in November 1970 with a Steering Group, and on 24" January 1971 a Special General Meeting was
held to approve a Constitution, elect Officers, agree fees and plan for the future. Those elected were: Chairman, John Pearson; Secretary Alan Evans;
Treasurer/Membership Secretary Peter Kelbie, Fixtures Secretary Peter Jagan and Equipment Officer Mike Elliot. As in other years around that time, a
multi-day event at Whitsuntide in the physically challenging forests and open country round the edge of Snowdonia was very popular.

During 1971 Richard Raynsford moved from the south-east of England to Suffolk and took the first steps towards the formation of an East Anglia OC -
the forerunner of the East Anglian Orienteering Association formed in March 1972. This was the last of British Orienteering Federation’s constituent

associations to be formed.
Amalgamations created Bristol OK and Thames Valley OC

Bristol OK was created in late 1971 through the amalgamation of two quite active clubs: Henbury Rutters and Bristol Footpads. Just after that,
Aylesbury OC, Chilterns OC and Oxfordshire OA combined to form Thames Valley OC. At the beginning of the year, Hastings Competeers changed its
name to just Competeers, but that didn't last long; in November 1971 the name changed again to that we know now: Saxons. A very active club in the
north-east was Teeside and Cleveland OC, which in later years changed its name to Cleveland OK (CLOK).

New clubs were formed in Solihull (West Midlands) and Ochils (Scotland).

More senior members of British Orienteering will recall a number of clubs active at that time, but that have since ceased to function or joined with
others. These include, amongst others, Dysart Dashers, Medway Maunderers, Occasional Orienteers and OK Nuts (all SEOA), Downlanders (SCOA),
Kenton Kanterers, Lanchester Orienteers, Northumbria OC and Patons OC (all NEOA), West of Scotland OC and the spendidly named Bangor
Backwoodsmen. There were a lot of university clubs in existence at that time, three of the most active being Aberiginals (Aberystwyth), St. Andrews
and Strathclyde.

Bryn Jones

The orienteering world was saddened to hear of the death of Bryn Jones on 15t April 1971, killed whilst trying to rescue a student who had fallen in a
snow gully in the Cairngorms. He was a founder member of Lakeland OC and was in the British team in 1969. A really active outdoor person in all
respects, he had a generous and outgoing personality that brought many friends to his home in Langdale.

British Orienteering Federation
In 1971 Sir Francis Chichester accepted the invitation to become British Orienteering Federation’s first President.

Fees and levies were big issues in 1971. Early in the year the levy had been set as 2p per competitor for all events, but this was seen as a burden for
small events, and at the 4" AGM of the Federation, held in conjunction with the British Championships, the Competitions and Fixtures Committee

was tasked with creating a new levy structure with a sliding scale. This came into effect on 15¢ January 1972.

John Disley continued as British Orienteering Federation Chairman, with Scot Bob Climie as Vice-Chairman. Tony Walker was Hon. Secretary, and the
Treasurer was Ron Harris. The first (and last?) Honorary Life Members were elected at the AGM: Gerry Charnley, Dick Shelton, Bertie and Elsie Ward
and Alvar Kjellstrom. Gerry Charnley in particular worked extremely hard to steer the Federation to the established position it had achieved in 1971.

Twitter: You can follow @WCOC2014 and on the website-www.wcoc.co.uk

Also on FB—public and members’ page.
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Thanks to Pete Nelson for this information on course planning and the use of purple pen—a perfect lockdown project!

COURSE PLANNING

The club recommends a program called Purple Pen for course planning. It’s free,
and it's easy to learn. It works best with OCAD files or OOM files because the scale
is automatically correct. It will also work with pdfs and jpgs, but you have to tell it
the scale. If you've never planned a course, have a go now. Download the
software from htips://purplepen.golde.org/. Then use this newsletter as your map.
You could use a scan or an image of an old O map.

Just go to ‘file/new event’, give it a name, and choose the newsletter as your map.
Set the scale as 1:10000 and click through everything else until ‘finish’. Then
‘course/add course’, give it a name, and you’'re ready to start. Add start, controls
and finish on top of the symbols in the map below. You‘ve planned your first
course!

You can get a full explanation of how to use Purple Pen from Jon Eaton.

Any experienced courseplanners want to write an article on how to plan a good
course?

Jamie Stevenson—following on from the information about Yvette Baker in last week’s newsletter, another GB orienteer vying

for the accolade of best British orienteer is Jamie Stevenson who won the gold medal in the sprint distance at WOC in 2003

(and is to date the only British male orienteering world champion in an individual event). However, he also took gold, running

the anchor leg in the WOC relay in 2008, with Graham Gristwood and Jon Duncan (yes, you guessed it, son of our very own,

Tony Duncan). He also has bronzes from the WOC relay in 2003 and the WOC middle in 2006 and has been British Champion in

all disciplines apart from the night champs—a very impressive record!)

Jelly Baby News -

Thanks to CFR for sharing this informative archive video about the making of jelly babies—that staple source of fuel for many
fell runners and orienteers (although personally my go to energy source is a finger of fudge!). It brought back a memory of a
hot Summer’s day on Great Gable—in fact the Summer solstice when back in the day a group of friends would head up onto
Gable and enjoy a right royal feast—champagne, smoked salmon sandwiches, scones and cream ...you name it. Well on one
occasion we were joined on the summit by a weary—looking runner making his way round the Bob Graham route. He looked
longingly at our feast and we did offer him a sandwich but with a wry look he politely declined and said it was OK because he
was allowed TWO jelly babies having the reached the summit! https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=257104649115124

BBC Archive @
29 January at 12:15- Q@

Jelly babies are strange enough, but when they turned 100 #onthisday in 1965,
Fyfe Robertson discovered their equally unusual history.
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® our new members and here’s hoping it
® More sad news for our aspiring interna-

g tional competitors, the European Junior
® and Youth Orienteering Championships
@ due to take place in Hungary in April have
® peen cancelled.
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won’t be too long before we get to meet
you at some ‘proper’ events—Chris Mathieson (M35), Charlotte
Mathieson (W10), Matthew Waller (M35) Scott White (M45), and Dan
Roach (M21). See you all soon (hopefully!).
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